105 Goldsborough Street T~433
Easton, Maryland 21601 Mid Nineteenth Century

Standing near the downtown commercial district, this two-
story frame building is one of the earliest structures in the
Goldsborough Street residential neighborhood which developed
after 1850, A simple structure, its chief ornament is the

sunburst infill in the front gable.
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DESCRIPTION T-433
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house stands on the north side of Goldsborough Street facing south.
1t is at the edge of the residential neighborhood on Goldsborough which
developed after about 1850 4y near the present-day conmercial area on
Harrison Street.

This is a frame dwelling, two stories plus an attic in height. The
building has a side hall plan with the major gable facing the street; at the
rear is a gabled wing of two stories and two bays set flush but to the side
of the major portion of the house. The porch crosses the front of the structure
and passes aleng the west side meeting the wing at the rear of the building;
there is a second entrance at this position. A one-story shed is found on
the east side of the rear wing., The chimney rises in the east slope of the
roof of the main portion of the house in the center of this slopej; it is a
small square chimney and may have been rebuilt, Its position indicates that
there is an interior partition at this point, making this dwelling two rooms
deep. There is a cornice and return at each gable end; the cornice is
treated with a bold cyma recta molding. The chief decorative elementis are
the porch detailing and the wooden ornament, a sunburst, in the front gable.

The ornamented gable end faces the streetj; it is three bays wide. Windows
are evenly spaced on both floors, one per bay. Their simple nnmolded trim
holds two over two sashes, the windows on the first floor being somewhat
taller than thosecon the second floor. The main entrance is in the west bay;
there is an overlight bul no gidelights. The door has small panes in the
upper half and appears to be a replacement. The porch is entered from the
southwest corner; the entrance is marked by double round columns, which are
patterned after the Roman doric. The balastrade gives the effect of being
a screen of closily set plain balusters. Evenly spaced round columns carcy
the roof which has a low slope and is covered with raised-seam metal.

At the south side of the house is a small garden, shaded by & row of
small maple trees. The intimacy of this garden, on the edge of the
commercial district, is emphasized by the ivy covered fence along the sidewalk.

The structure has been covered by narrow aluminum siding painted blue-
grey. Trim is white.

The asphalt shingle roof of the building and the metal roof of the
porch are red. '

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



T-432
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SPECIFIC DATEs 12¢ Nineteenth Century g neo ool o Alexander Dodd

Before 1877

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is significant because it represents a kind of simple
mid-nineteenth century residence which shows Greek revival influence, The
bold, simple cornice and severe geometry of the structure are examples of

elements which appeared in even simple buildings after interest in the
architecture of ancient Greece became wide spread.

This structure is also. important because it is a part of streetscape
of Goldsborough Btreet.

L256/F53 Marie T. Clague and Catharine M. Taylor took joint owner-
s e ship to this property in 1943. The previous owners, Samuel
L2 , 05 and Eva Griffin, who had owned the property since 1919, lost
L1_./F128 it to the Maryland National Bank, who sold it to the Misses --
L81/F326 - Clague and Taylor. Hewitt Langsdale had bought the house and
premises in 1875 for $600.00 had devised this parcel to his
relatives, Mary and John Rathell. They, in turn, sold it to
the Griffins. Before Hewitt Langsdale acquired it, it had
belonged to the Hopkins family. William and Caroline Hopkins
L71/FL5 had bought the premises in 1864 from Arthur Brown for $750.00.
L65/F312 - Alexander Dodd and his wife Catharine had sold it for 650.00
in 1864 to Rose Ann Pierson the leasehold estate. Mr., Dodd
L61/F378  had put the estate together from the heirs of Henry Nicols.
He paid only $80.00 in 1848. There were earlier leaseholds,
L23/F27 one of which contained a provisional clause that a dwelling
. for a value of £300.. be built, this 1785 proviso does not
seem to have survived. The builder of the present house must
have been Alexander Dodd some time around the eighteen-fifties.

e

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Deeds and Land Records, Talbot County Court House.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY NA

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

TiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ~None ' COUNTY
STATE,\'@A N ‘ . COUNTY —JE . )
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Marsha L. Fritz, Consultant, Cynthia B. Ludlow, Research Historian

ORGANIZATION ‘
’ Historic Edston, Incorporated

DATE
August 2%, 1976

STREET & NUMBER
Box 1171

TELEPHONE Mr. Paul Parsons,
301~-822-2706 President

CITY OR TOWN .
Easton

STATE -
Maryland 21601

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information“
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Dodd House
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